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"TWO THINGS ONLY ARE VORTI! LISTENING T(; CONVEHSATION AND nUSIC, EVERYTHING
ELSE SHOULD 3E WRITTEN DCWil," - lirs. Grace Turlang

THIS IS A M 3 L E SEVENTELEN already, althcough

it is now only the 6th of Hovexber, and Nee. 16 hesn't been distributed yet. It
is perpetrated as usual from & large unfurnished rocu at TC Werrall Road, Bristol
8, Englend, by ARCHIE MERCER fer the 39th OLPA Mailing (that's next kiarch if you
please) and thus should bheer the date 1964 to make scnse. It is 4 WERCATORIAL
PUBLICATION, and Yngvi is a louse.

IT IS, IT IS i GILLERTIAN THING I az novw satisfied that I am not a Gilbert &

' Sullivan fan,. If satisfied is indeced the mot
Juste (those words are French), because satisfied is about the last thing I ame

Hearken,

It is now the middle of the second week cf a twoeweek D'oyly Carte season
at the Bristcl Hippodrome, In pursuance of my investigation intc what gives,
I booked myself tickets for four performances - twe last week and two this.

I ccnoentrated on those in Volume 2, which as it happens are alsc the ones of
which I have rusical items in my record collections The Pirastes cf Penzence,
of which I have (and love) the pedestrian overture, came first, Then Iolanthe
again, ¢f which I have both the overture and an crchestral version of the liarch
of the Peerse Then Trial by Jury, of which I have the Lancers « or a Lancers,
anyways Finally Ruddigore, whose overture is cn the back of Iolanthe's,

Trial by Jury was a curtaineraiser to H.M.S. Pinafore (Vol. 1, and therefore
strictly an "extra"), and the Pirates had Box and = sorry, Cox and Box - for

& curtain-roiser « and that isn't even Gilbert and Sullivan, being two other
people and Sullivan.

In general, I found that there was much tc admire in these alleged operas.
I could easily have sat through a performance of each from start to finish, It
was the incidentals that gpoilt it,. The fiftceneninute intervals (two if there
was a curtaineraiser) when there was nothing to do except to watch the same old
ads on the safety curtain and/or listen to the inane conversation of one's
neighbours. Ohy I could have gct up and fcought ny way to the bar and hack or
something, I suppose. I thought it easier 2ll round to remain where I was,
Then there was said neighbcours,. The women next to me who throughout the inte
ervals sat talking animatedly with her cther neighbour, jabbing me with her heel
every so often, The man next tc me with the conspicucus laugh, who ostentat-
iously held up his programme to study in nid-perfortiance, The man behind nme
who humned along with the overture. (This didn't actually happen in Gilbert
and Sullivan = it was in Le 3elle Helene the week before, Sadlers Wells Opera
again)e There was the row of kids behind me. Actually they were very good,
and completely quiet, while the show was in progress = but the fact thet they
were there a2t all was coff-putting.

A1l these, of course, are pinpricks such as can be expected at any theat-
ricel or cinematic performance., DBut there was more. The ritual clapping, for
instance, Now I'%: against clapping. I know it's supposed to reassure the per-
formers that they're being appreciated. The trouble with me is that the mcre I
appreciate the performance, the less I appreciate any form of interruption to 1%,
such as intervals, clapping or well=rehearsed encores. These seemed to be the
mo#t popular part of the proceedings, if anything. Everybody else clapped and




laughed their heesds off, vhilst I just sat there glowering, wondering vhen sonee
body would push the neellc ¢n o sroove and I could begin to start enjoying the
thing agzcin, I simply wresn't on the same vavelenth as the rest of the audience,

.Anynay, I got through Cox & Box (with its utterly wmemorable = =% first
hearing, anywey - nusic,) and the Pirates whick was fair enough. I gct thrcugh
Iclanthe, and was particularly interested to ccmpare it with the Sadlers Wells
company's versicn. Both hed their points, thcough I think the Wells on the wholo
cerried off the honcurs, their emphasis beins on the satire (and the nusic) whilst
the D'Oyly Carte mob tended to treat it more as just another jolly roup. Then
lasgt night, it was Trial by Jury's turn. I survived thet - it, too, I enjoyed’
so far as I wns capable. Then came the terra incognita of Hei.S. Pinafore,

The cudience went slightly mad. S¢ did the company. When they ot to the
mmber about wuinding (or f-iling to mind) the why snd whorefcere, the girl vent
off-stage at thz end and caue boack for an encore. The last verse was duly
repeated, Off she went again, came back agairn. L2st verse roepeated againe
Off she trottede The crchestra blew its = tc coin a word - enchcrd apzin, and
back she cae for the tRir: encore, This was the last straw. I really boiled
over, stuabled t¢ my feet and mede my way as best I could out of the Hippodroue,
I won't be geing to Ruddigore, much though (under Mercatcriallyespproved cone
ditions) I'd like toc experience ite I've had encughs

ind yet znother milestone is passed in my graduzl ~liensticn from the hunman
Lacte

Don' laugh = this is tragedy, not comedy. :and not even high tragedy, Jjust
everyday low trazedy. It becomes mere anc nore apparent as time goes on that the
world simply was not tailored tc fit ne. I used to collect gramophone reccrds,

I got them ot Lincoln's main record shop, tc the tune of about twc LPs or the
equivalent e ronth. I was a steady custouer, oend they could get anything if it
was obtainable. .nd they did.

Then I moved = with & brief stop zt Cheltenham that deesn't count, inasmuch
as I was uncmployed at the time « tc Bristol. I tock thought to start adding to
the collection againe The nearest shop to 70 VWerrall Rond sells classicel only =
which is worse than useless, zs I never know vhat categury half the ones I want
fall into. It avkward in ny tastes = they don't fit other people's classifice
ations. The next nearest shuts on Saturday afternccens - as I werk every other
Saturday morning, this isn't much use either.e So I went dovmtown tc the Broadmead
shopping centre and tried cne there. I placed zn order, but it transpired that
it wes unfillable. I wanted stuff on the small independent labels, and the
wholesaler won't place any orier for anything on said labels unless it comes to
£5 or more per label, This really annoyed me. Even so, I didn't intend to
boycott the industry, DBut I find it hard to distinguish between the labels
ovned by the big firms and the ones not so ovmed, and after I'? foiled to get
an independentetype record thrcugh Ken Slater (the manufacturers wouldn't recog-
nise him as a dealer = though he has handled records on occasicn - perhaps they
don'™ want to sell their wares? - and I believe that company soon afterwards
folded) lexcuse this rambling sentence). To cut the Gilbertian knot, I simply
found it easier not to try to get any records at all. I couldn'’t be bother?d
to try to get round all the varicus blockales the industry set in ny way. I
haven 't bought any records for about a year nove
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Another thing. I used to live in e troiler caravan, you ney recall,
With the possible exceptions of a beet on free nmoorings and a ccuncilehouse in
Scotland, that's the chearcst way of living I know provided one owns the core
avan in question. "hich I did. Alsc, I liked the feelins of having my ovn
roof over ny hewl, o roof morsover thrt I could if necessary take with e wherev-
er I wanted tc gc.

How deludod is it possikle to get?

The current seales tern '"nobile home" is o conplete misnouer. Under pres=-
ent conditions, it is virtuelly iipessible tc move a trailer carovan that one
happens tc be living ine

111 over the country, manufacturers are busily building curavans. They axe
sold through dealers. If one wants tc live in a carnvan, cne gces to a dealer,
buys & new van, and the dealer will arrange tc¢ have a site provided for you.

But if you already have 2 van and sinmply want tc move « that's another story.
Virtually a2ll available sites are reserved for dealers, t¢ dispose of with new
caravans. This is general all over England, and I found it imjpcesibles Even=
tually I hed tc give up and sell out, and move intc a houses Tais room - unfure
nished = costs me cver twice as much rent as the plot of grcund did. It's bigger,
of course, and nct so plagued with smell noisy children. Jut I regord it as a
strictly retrograde step moving intc a staticnary house, neverthelees.

I coculd cite cther instances as well., This just isn't my werlde  Ancther
ccuple of centuries of this and I'll have had enough I think.

In the mean tine, over tc Lire Higginbobton.
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_ "te had a couple of days ashore in Cepetowm] said lir. Gaudeanmus Higednbettonm,
‘and naturally I went into towvm to have a look at the place, I wos stepped on
the dockside by a pompous little official, Lcwever,

"tRace?! he asked me,

" *No thank you," I returned, *Too hot.'!

"'I mean, ' he continued - 'what race do you belong: to?!

"'The human race, of course,' I snapped backe

"'But yes, but whet branch of the human race?' he continued his inquisition.
"'The male branch,’

"l{e tried another tacke. 'Are you a white man?' he asked me,

"I studied my forearm cerefully for a moment, '"No, ' I said. 'T'd say 1
was more sort of fleshecoloured, !

"Don't get me wrong, mind. I'nm not criticising the South /Africans - what
they do in their cwn country is their own business. But I object to being
treated as if I was a nigger in disguise,”




I nanaged tc get a word in here, "Fut," I remcnstrated, "Mr. Zigginbotton
-« if you don't like bteing submitted to indignities, surely you can see that the
Negroes wouldn't like it wuch either?"

"Oh » they're used tc it," said (r. lllgeinbottor airily. "People who are
naturally undigmnified don™t kpow what's an indi:nity and vhat isn't, anyway. Race
is race, and there's nc getting away from it. For instance - would ycu let your
daughter marry sonebody whose surname bernn with & vowel?V

He lost me here. Mhatever's that got to 1o with 147" 1 asked.

"I+ 's the sane thing. Yould you let your daughter marry scmebody whcese
surname began with a vowel?"

"But -« that's got nothing tc do with race."

"No?" said HMr, Higginbottom triumphantly. "How do you sup,ose one sets
one's surname then?"

"One inher - che"  The penny dropped. "But that's ridiculcus. I nean =

"It is nothing of the kind, I'11l have you know that fcr the last six

generations « at least = 2ll my ancestcrs' surnames have begun with ccensonantss
That is a record to be prcui of,”

I thought for a moment. "But what about given nanes?" I asked,

"Oh, that's not so bad," lir, Higesinbctton edmitteds "One's choice cf
Christian name is tc a great extent arbitrary.” (The fact that he calls thenm
Christian names rather than given names doesn't nake hin any better a Christian
than « for instance = me, but still). "Still, it's to be regretted thot se nmany
fine consonantal families debase their children's names by initial vowels.  ind
furthermore" « this was obvicusly the clincher - "Begy what you will - if your
Christian name began with e consonant, ycu'd think exactly as I do. Exactly as
I dos"

If you caa call it thinking, I thought. ut I didn't soy 1t alcud.
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A BIT OF LAIR to be geing on withs

Burroughs, Edgar Rice The Land that Time Forgot
The People that Time Forgot
Out of Time's Abyss

This is a trilogy that has never hitherto come my wey. Now, courtesy of
Ace Books, I suddenly acquire it complete. (Ace Books and Ken Slater, I should
say)e And I find it Ly nc means the worst Durroughs I've ever encountered by a
long chalk, The whole made for very pleasant and intriguing reading.

It's an odd series - the bocks are approximately sequels, to be read in the
above order, but all concern different protagonists. The herc of the seccnd
volune didn' figure in the first at all, and the herc of the third is a minor
character from the first.

"The Series that Time Forgot" they can, I suppose, be collectively termed.



Weltari, Mika Jicheel the Finn
Mike Walterd ig, T mather, a Fina himself (rlbed }

1hedit Michoel seems e he a

Swedish Finn rather than o true Fimm), end ho treats of a vericd of histo not
, .. - .
so rencte as those of hilg fomcus "The Bbruscan” ocud "Sinobs the Boyetian.

o (SN AT
(? Sinewy, Sinaway, See Norer, or what?) There is 811l 2 distincet undercurrent
of unexplained supernatur sbout it, thousgh. tichael is o distinet chare
acter, an alnost hunourls vouth who accepts vhatever he's told for a fact, and
cnly loter begins to v ‘ he hes facts vhich sre nubuslly exclugive -

when he sericusly a

to the problen of deciding shilch to discard,
With all this, he sc '

wors of tune Reformation and is
still geing strong ot 3 ende Incidentally, although the bock contains
some gruecons Lorture s they are I think justified {10t the torture e never
the torturel- bhut the 7« ing of it in such sickening doteil. fAg distincet
from the next bhock nenticned belows

THROW«OULS FROU: THE LoTE

MeIntesh, Jele The willicn Cities

I ha¢ the masezine version of this stcry. Then I gob hold of the book (pb)
versicn, The m Jifference seems to be that in the book the torture scenes
are written out > fullye Dcth versions have therefore been rejected from the
collecticon,
Gilbert, W.S. The SBavoy lreras (Volume Two)

Things being as they are, there is nc point in retaining this any longer,
nor in continuing Lo search for Veoluue One,

MORE ACQUISITICNS (is this bewildering you? These are not throw-ocuts):

Tully, Andrew When We Burned the WVhite House

I thought, when I bought this, that thls was a novel concsrning the Chese
apeake carpalgn during the War of 1812, To my surprise I discovered tnat
it's a history. A very interesting cne, toc. It deals impartially with the
events as seen from both sides. The euthor appears t¢ be an fmerican (so how
come the title?), but the Americans seen tc ccme cut of it worste Profession=-
alism is already settling into the U.S. forces (a far cry frou the hanpy=go=lucky
irregulars whe won the Wer of Independence) - so far in fact that when o sizeable
force of American sailors are ordered tc burn their (blockaded) boats and place
themselves and thoir guns at the army's disposal, the army is unwilling to give
them any orders for fear c¢f intereservice repercussions. One can almost eay
that such an army deserves to heve its carital burned. The 0ld spirit is nost
(at the time) entirely doad, however = anybody (anzbodx)can have access to the
President simply by finding cut vhere he is and going there = and the nresident's
wife finds it most convenient tc travel abcut the discrganised countryside dressed
as & countrywoman, with a couple cof male ccmpanions.

Welker, Kenneth; and Boumphrey, Gecffrey The Log of the Ark

This, it says here, was first published in 1923 - two years before I was in
facte This is the first time I've ever met it (in Puffins) nevertheless - and
about time too,. As well as being (I should imagine) excellent fare for the
youngsters that it was intended for, it is a delightfully wacky fantasy in its
own righte It involves two main fantasy-postulates - that the animels are, one
night say, pecple who talk and think and just happen tc be all sorts of shares
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and sizes, nnd thet it had never rained bhed the bDelugea Within thot france
work, the autiicrs denl coplutely logicrlly with the reacticns of all the dif-
ferent sorts of orenture to arkborrd life - wad of the ark, =t times, tc then,
Ther¢ were cainals on board, tco, thet have noed ca.s dewm tﬁ thi° era = beasts
completely unrecorded nithersc. In most crses, the book uskes it pretty clear
why in & scrt of couietragic (the ¢ te of trﬁgi-comlo} LANNCT. Just one
thing I'n nct entirely sure shout - = & how) ¢id the yuffins (blrls, not
bocks) lese their lu:incsity?  Chvicus it suits thena They should*ve kept
it,

THCUGHTS ON DEATH I OFPICE That e kncve Hut nust the

Specifically, cne expocts e regnent gquecn) te die in office. On
the other hond, cue expects o 3 clecteld to serve a set term, to survive
his term, and . "P”OP?"V spc"u4nw ¢ president should never die in offices  That
is, or should Dbe, one of the adventages of the remublican form of government.

The trouble is thet residents do dic in office - in the cass of American
(U.Ss) presidents, probe 11y nore often than do their heredita wry fellovelieads of
states In the post hundred years, for 1ngu“nce, five American presidents have
died in office (G“rfzel¢, Yekinley, Harding, focsevelt, Kennedy) ngainst only
four DBritish sovereigns (Victoria, Zdward 7, Georges 5 & 6) - and if Edward 8
(who, as the Duke of Windscr, is still zlive) had not cbdicated, presunably that
letter figure would only he threc,

Overt assassination asccounts for three of the five American deaths abovee
nentioned = which is scmething $o which UeS. presidents appear to be particularly
prones In searching for o reason for tids, cne ccues up against the fact that
the UsSe president actually perforans what in most countries is regarded as tw
distinet jobs ~ head of state, and hesd of the governments  The British sovereign,
for instance, Ireque“tly shoms (her)self to (her) pecple as part ¢f the duties
expected of (her) = much ns rresident Kennedy was doing in Dallas when it heppened.
However, everybody kncws he's) just = figurehegd, vhose death would moke no pole
itical difference. The prime ninister dces not nerrally show himself promis-
cuously in public nccording t¢ any preecancunced tlhutrcle. Zven so, Britain
has her share of fonatice e both native=born and imported = at least some of whon
would almost certainly be proul tc have remcved either the gueen or the prime
ainister from the scencs Scmehcw, they lon't. It's not so much a case of "it
can't hajpen here" aos sinply "it doesn ™.

That's scnewhet by the weye Concerning the Kennedy assassination, two
things abcut it strike me as worthy of further comment. One 1s what did not
happen = nobody jrmicked and/or teok the opportunity to let off any rockets at
Russia « or even at Cuba, Judging from the Russian reacticn to the assassine
ation, I got tae lmpression that Khrushchev and his cclleagues were shaking in
their fur bcots lest WW3 should start by accident during the interregnun - be it
never sc brief (ths interregnui, nct the war). In fect, the notion of Russian
secret service nen being set tc guard the U.3. president's life sugerests itself
for possible future reference,

The other thing is that Kennedy's death in office (not necessarily by
assassinetion) was strictly predictable on the basis of past history.



Under the imericonm comstitution, a presidentinl tern lnsts for four years.
Therefore, cvery fourth year thcre is an elect tion, the winner assuning office
(unless he is alrecrdy there) the ?\llov1n~ year.  And the wimner cof every fifth
election from 1840 (bl”"‘OOﬂ forty) cnvards has died in office. The deaths have
not been regularly spaced = gorc occurrcd alvrtl" aofter the "fatal® olectlon,
whercas Fronklin u. nc”%\velt hat finished - lete tern of office and started

ancther befire desth finslly cought up with his, ilere are thoe facts:
Year of elaecticn Vinner Date and mamncr of deeth (if I lmow it)
1840 Vele lzrrison 1841
1860 e Lincoeln 1865 Assossinated
1880 Jelo Garfield luOl assgssinated
19C0 U. Mcehinley 1971 fLssassinated
1920 Wale Hording 1923
1940 Folie HOvseveld 1945
196C JeFe Konmedy 1563 Assassinsted

(]

That' ¢ four out of seven assassinated, I hove no information zs to the
precise nenner of death of the other three, but I understand that they were all
supposed to be from notural coauses ¢f cne sort or anocther In the szue Perlod,
one other UsSs President hos died in office » Zachary eylor, natural causes
(Elcoted 1248, died 1850),

Scone time during the ninasteen thlrtlos, the late xenographer Robert L. Ripley
published = tablce sctting out the first five cf the "twentyeyenr" denths. The
table ends with a row of ucmtan-”nrks orpesite the date "1940" « at that time some
years in the futurcs “ acts were thup knovm prior to WW2,  If the series had
stopped there, it wo 47u“Vb beea » hell of o coincidences  Every subscquent death
that f£its the pattern, ¢f course, raises the odds on coincidence by an increasingly
agtrononical foctor. Furthermore, there's ancthor scries of possible coincidences
requiring explenations  According to Ripley, "Robert Lincoln w1t“ ssed the assasge
i nation of 3 Presidents ~ Lincclu, Garficld, McKinley". There is a picture of a
bearded hezd beolle the quoted text = that's 11, nipley Coesn' usually give
his sources.

Censidering the natter at some length, the leanst farefotched explanstion I can
come up vwith is the follow1ng. The recognition of a trend as a trend cen conceive
ably help to boost the trend in gquestione Robert Linccoln (whoever he night have
been), witnessing the assassinction of his illustrious namesake, night have got the
idea of carrying on the serics « or instigating its econtinuation, Harding and
Roosevelt could have been coincidences = hut they fitted the pattern. Then Lee
Harvey Oswald, getting on t¢ the sequence fren Ripley or fronm scme other source,
night in turn have felt Called to carry on what had become an American tradition,
Did Osweld dig Ripley? Did ue, in any case, know that he was killing tc a pattern

that had started in 1840 or 1841 It wvould he more than a little interesting to
know, (8 December 1963)
SOURCES «

Ripley, Robert I: The Cmnibus Believe It Or Noti P.326. (Stanley Paul,
London, no date but published prior to 1940)

Mercer, Ae, MeReSeTs (no relation): Everybody's Pocket Companion (Thomas
Hope & Sankey Hudson, Manchester, nc date but giving information up to

Ce 194‘8)
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w FURTHER TO THE FOREGOING., & personal note. Just in case enybody's wondering -

Ididn't anticipei. = . wmedv's assassination. Sone
years ago I remember noticings thzt Roosevelt had contiuaed the pattern - after
which, for no particular razson,. I sort of mentally filed the matter as closed
and forgot all about its  The mewoutbreak rang a belated bell, -nd sent me
searching through ny Ripley. Now I can go to sleey again fer ancther twenty:
yearse

Ron Demnett, in SKYRACK, refers tc speculat ica "with shockingly rew vulture
ism" on the part of "the Fress and commercial undertakings". Pogsibly this nmay
be considered by hin cr cthers to be in equally bed taste. Possibly it is.

MORE LAIR (inwards)

Burroughs, Edgar Hice Back T¢ the Stone age
"0k, the rentlenen cress tc the cppesite lady,

Swing her arcund and back to your cwvm,
Gent round gent, lady rcund lady,
Eack tC your cwngy ond domsiedo." (Diddleediddle=dunepoheporiepor=por)
One of the characteristic oftecriticised trademarks of ER3 runs full-scale
rict in this, the fifth in the "Pellucidar" series, The way in which the vare
1lous characters neet, separate, counter-rect etc is uncannily like ringing the
changes among a squaresdance sete 4 is travelling with B, but gets separated
just in time to fall latc scme terrible danger that one man alcne cannot deal
withe A 18 thus captured, where he meets C, They escape, separate, A falls
in with o former conpanion called D just in time to save him from a terrible fate,
while B links up with Cy Then 3 loses C but neets D while 4, just missing then,
passes Go and collects 200 Yddrdf dollars. And SO one
Notwithstanding, it is an excellent adventure-story with numercus ingenious
twists, and would prebebly be werth adding tc the ccllecticn in its own right
even if it wasn't part of a sequence.

Burroughs, Edgar Rice (againl) The Lost Continent (Beyond Thirty)

A neglected masterpiece that has just been resurrected by Ace Books = all
praise to ther:s This is o rost unususl Burrcoughs stcry. Mot cnly is it set in
the future (most of ERi's fiction was supposed to take place contenporaneously
with the times in vhich it was written, s few being historical and an even smaller
number being specificolly futuristic) but the future in question does not seem 1o
tie in with the interlinked space-time continuui: in which most of his stuff was
set. It thus stands entirely on its own.

' The story concerns an Burcpe (nct t¢ menticn Asia and Africa) reverted to
barbarism, and cut off frem all contect with the Western hemisphere. A small
group of Americen seamen accidentelly trespass across the tabeo rieridian and
neke contact with the 0ld Verld agzine The first half of the bock is a magnie
ficent post-catastrephe narrstive. The second half falls short by packing such
a vast amount of moterial into not very much spsce thaet it reads somewhat like a
synopsis. I suspect that this work was coneelved originelly as a trilogy a la
"Moon Maid" series, or the "Series that Time Forgot" (see Pod of this issue).
This is o shame = but what remains is still cne of Burroughs's very best works,

UNDERSTATEMENT OF THE WEEK DEPT,
- "eossethe Greek Titan Cronus, who deprived his father, Uranus, of the
government of the worldesees"
- Philip N. Bridges, Space Age Terminclogy
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THI SHARBLES

PHENOTYPE (2 issues) (Dick Eney) ‘jhen I seid thet German was "richer" than Enge
lish, I mesnt of course "ncre emctional”,

Why don't pecple pay attenticn tc what I wesn iustead of to what I say? # I
suppose I could say that the urge I get tc comment cn/reply to a fanzine bears a
direct relationship to how apashape the zine hapuens o b%p The informal immedw
iacy of a typical apazine sparks proto=corments more ofter/85es the typical gen=
zine, Even my first favourites - AMRA and SHAGHY - don't yproopt me de comment
muche They're toc close to Perfection.  Besides, if I feel I rust comment, it's
s lot easier t¢ dash off an aireletter than to corpile an AMBLE.  Quicker, toc.

£ The Oven Letter tc LeeF I enjoyed. Offh=nd, I can't renember reading any "inse
ide" conrep since my '60 London one = there cught to be ncre of then, :

WHATSIT 6 ‘ (Cheslin A further elgboration of Spanish Main weuld
DETROIT IRON 4 A & be tc have the "board" o shallow water=filled
AT 1430 THIS AFTHRNOON Schultz)  tray, in which the ships flcate The pree

veiling wind could be represented by an
electric fan towards which varicus sides cf the board could be turned &s required.
It's meke it furicusly fast tc play, if nothing else. £ I have a vague recocllec=
tion of having mentioned this already, but I'm nct sure. anyway, a sapper is a
private in the Royal BEngineers (snd, I think, in sister~corps in v.rious Ccmmone
wealth armies)s The vord is used tc refer to the menbers of the ¢crps in genersl
~ g natter of pride on their part, part of the ccrps' esprit d'y but in its narrov=
er sense the lowest rank is Szpper Smith instead cf Private Suith. The corps
claims descent from an antique bedy known as the Sappers and Miners. 4 sap is an
open trench, a mine is a tunnel, and their vprincipal occupation was constructing
either thing as and when required in connection with siegeeworks. UHowadays the
Royal Engineers have a munmber of not particularly related functions such as cone
struction (of buildings, rcads, airfields etc), cperaticn of railways and organise
ation of military travel on civileoperated lines, cperation of ports, surveying,
mine clearance, the Army Post Office, etcs It has had even wider scope in the
past « bite of the ReEes keep getiing hived off {o varicus other arms, or beconme
arms in their own right. The R.A.F., the Ruyal Corps of Signnls, and the Searche
light branch of the Rcyal Artillery, all spring whelly or mainly fronm the Sappers,
as do sundry other bits and pieces cf the army. (Though, Ken = come t¢ think of
it, ngyshould I be expected to know this?) # Re "Shufflebottcn” as a name, Ken,
haven't you ever read Don't, Mre Disraeli? There's a brief scene in a classroon
at Eton, or possibly Harrcw. The naster is calling the rcll.,  SVWinterbottoms"

"Sir." "Higginbocttoma™ "Sire." "Ramsbottom.” "Sir." "Sidebothame" "Sire"
"Shufflebottons" "Sire” "Sitwell.d £ Remnoge as I an from the American

scene, I maybe get an overesimplified view of U.S. politics, but it seems fo me
that possible candidates for the UY.S. Presidency are of two brcad varieties - the
sort=of=gcodies and the sortecf-baddies. The party nominations are usually, and
the campaign proper is alwzys, won by the fermer variety.  There is no particular
reason that I can sse for this tc be 8o, but it ncne the less is. It is, neverw
theless, conceivable that scmething might go wrong =nd a scrt-cofebaddie get
elected (as nearly did happen recently)s. What then? Well, most of the sorteof=
baddies are simply categorised as seekers-after-power pure and simple, and if one
of these became President then he would feel obliged to convince the world that
he wasn't really a sortecf-baddie, but was really just 2 sort-of=-gcodie like
everyone else, To this end he would be obliged to play the part of a sorteofe
goodie, and in fact to be one. A sort of Animal Farm in reverse. If the sorte
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cf«baddie who got elected, however, was the sincere-buteutterly-nissuided vare
iety, things might be sor t nore avkvarde One could only hope that, porae
doxically, the sincere baddie would be corrupted by his nccess of power sc that
he, %co, had to act the goodie, (This ig prcobly alse not exactly in the best
cf tastes = DBut you browht the subject up, Lick, s¢ I cnly hene that this
sorewhat weyward angle on things doesn't shock you - and others « too much)e

OF" TRAITS 38 (Ufficial Bthitor) Sut so far os I've been able t¢ ascertain

cver a perioc cf some yeers new, nc dritish
OMPAns ever received COMF.URE 1 except iruce Durn (vhe was AE at the tinme). A
Just for the record, Ithel, that was iniLS SIXTEEN in the 38th Meilinge.  Look
ageina

HEIN CPR 1 (Colin Freemnn) Cf crurse, Yorksiire isn't re-lly o county so much
T as s compendiune 0ld Northunbris doesn't seen
tc have been divided into (comparstively) tidy shires in the way that Wessex ~nd
Mercia vere - or if it was, all trece of their bcundaries diseppeared during the
Danish ccoupetici. Vhen dngland was femified, the whole regicn north of the
Humber was a petchork of litile bits end pieces ¢f vericus sizes, cften calling
thenselves "shires" » Hsllsmshire, for instance, is nowedays nostly if not entire-
ly within the bounderies of the city of Sheffield, Some king or other « I'm not
sure if it wee before or after the Normen conquest = ccllected these bits and
pieces into scrt ¢f arbitrery blecks that becane the basis for the counties of
Yorkshire, Lencashire and their more northerly brethren.

ERG 18 {Terry Jeeves) Theugh I appleud your sentinents in the case of the illit-
: erate English parents versus the literate licslem one, I'm

afraid that by the appearance of things the Hoslen was nct after all literate,

The letter hes all the appearance cf having been compesed by a community scribe

(pro or seniepro), in accordance with longeestablished Asian customs (Though

admittedly, we could do with literate community scribes too ot times).

HEX 6 (Chas. Wells) I hope that your educational wents will be satisfacterily
attended tc by those in the know. Myself, I know about as
ruch about unifredversities (Dritish or foreign) 2s I do about Tierra del Fuegan
sumokewsignalsa Scrry. A The "gh"'in "night", and in mest other words, repre=
sents a lcst guttural (that still exists in scre dialects - and compare the German
"nacht"). The "zh" in "plough" is a later interpclation. The word has never
had a guttural (cf "Piers Plownen") but its spelling wes assimilated to the "gh"
words after they'd lost thelr gutturals ("bough", "though" ete). Your "What good
is etymological spelling to cnyone uninterested in etynology?" is a valid point =
I would meintain that its advanteges tc the minority justify its disadvantages to
the majcrity, thougsh doubtless said majority cculd be forgiven for seeing it other-
wise. Once a perscn hes learned to do something the hard way, though, both his
mind and his body will resist strongly any attempt tc make him change to a patently
(to0 a novice) easier way.

LEFNUI 1 (Fred Potten) = This helps to cempensate for the shortage of SHAGGIES and

o i SaluliiNDERS recently. ILong may it stay with use £ Of
the Hubbard stories you mention, I have read Typewriter and one of the two "of
Sleep" yarns = the cne in Fantastic. Neither of then quite nede it with ne, the
latter largely beccuse he seened nore concerned to precch against the evils of
soclalised medascine than to tell the story.

.

»
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A SURVEY (Ron Bennett) Of ccurse, cne cculd coneceivebly heve: "ilary's salary

was prid nentaly, s¢ she could net =fferd to join the
tennis club until her next pay chegue", or even "iary's salary was regularly
taken by her drunken stepfather t¢ ensble hin the better to pursue his own hobe
bies, thus renderings liary in nc pcsition tc join tihe tennis club". hs it hape
pens, though, I have it ca gcod authority thet liary did, after all, join the
tennis clubs She enptied tha household money=box, =nd peid her subscription in
shillings. Her nothsr vas 1icst anncyed vhen she found cut - she naintained that
the shillings were the property of the Gas Bcard, and that Fery was robbing neter
to play ball.

SCOTTISHE 34 (Ethel Lindszy) So this is the last SCOT tc pass through OliPA.

Sc ne longer will one be able tc say that OhPA-
zines vary fron thines such as SCOTI SHE tc¢ things such as ANMELI, rrenkly, Ethel,
I don't understand your withdrzwing SCOT fronm OMPA = you're shouting alcoud for nore
OMPAzines of genzineetype, and now say you're Ceprivin~. w8 of cur prize specinen.

I hope this dcesn't mean ycu're contemplating withdrawsl altogether? 1. certainly
hope this dcesn't nean that, It w111 be interesting, thcugh, tc sec¢ what sort

of an OMPAzine you put in SCOT's place. # I had heard vague tales of Peter Han-
ilton having scne scrt of grudge scainst Ted and Bers, but this is the first I've
ever heard of the having anythin. specific-against Peter. In another ten years,
perhaps, sonmebody %ill be able tc produce & definitive history of their differences
4 liachiaVarley fabulous agoine

MORPH 33 (John Reles) Te uy :idnd, bent(les) type nusic does not stand c-npariscn

with Jjazz. Jazz, basically, is instrunental nusic. (I*m
not talking esbout its origins « I'n talkii: about what it is). Anyway, it's the
instruriental aspect of it that appeals to rie rather than the vecal. beat rmusic,
on the other hand, is basically vecal with over-arplified rhythi. Not the seane
sort of thing at all. # Re ceravanning, s~nd very briefly = the lif is perfect
for one perscn, or for two if they're sufficiently in tune with one another. Not
recoriended for bringing up children thouzh.

BIXELTYPE (FTL & 4ASI) (Alva Korers cfc Eney) This w#ives ne an excuse to conment

cn oSI itself, now its run has been
conpleted. In the nain, Laney's thesis that %1 wes sick then = I an well ncwlt
was nore apparant to Laney than it ie tC nc. Furthertiore, Laney clearly ¢cot a
considerable kick out of playing politics. To hin, I should say, the pcliticking
was of nore inportance than the cause. I don't agree that ASI lacks hunour e the
unfolding of the Daugherty Myth for instence (unfair though it may be) is humour
of a high order. The whole, however disterted, was fascinating, and well worth
the effcrt of republisinin:, And the Rogers ccrnmentary acts as a valuable "cone
trol”,.

AMBLE FIE  QUiRTERING (Dcn Fitch): Possibly wearing a hearing aid that can be

turned off at will is better than being condenned tc hear evsrything
that cones one's way, like or not. hen ny ears are assailed by unpleasant or
irritating noises, I frequently think sc, anyway. # RURITANIA 1 (Dave licDaniel):
I'm not sure I': entirely with this. An I rnissing some vital clue? # A PLIR OF
SIZARS (Bruce Burn): You should travel by clipper, mate. £ COGNATE 2 Zﬁosemary
ﬁickey): Resenbles ny idea of an OMFizine, apart fron the lack of nailing cone
nents, but would be even better longer. # THE IDIOTIC GENIUS 1 (Roy Kay): Hep-
piness is the entire LiG enigrating en masse to Bristol. £ SOUFFLE 6 (Jchn Baxter):
Is Eric Brighteyes the story that was run in FFi or FN under another nane?
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CYRILLE 6 (Bill Evans) You mean, =ill, that vou actually came to Bristol and

didn't even bother to drop me a postcard wishing I was
here? for sghame, JIn the nmeen tize, yes, Cheddar of the gorge is the place
after which the cheese is named, there is one shop in the Charing Cross Road
(famous for ite second=hand bookshops) that is packed tieht with secondehand
paperbacks. It's discouraging even to think of it - I'd never have the time or
energy to lock through them, and there are 2lmost certainly some there 1'd very
much like to get Lold of if only I knew. By seeing the Serpentine (the Kene
sington Gardens cnd of it is strictly called Long Water) you have, in the midst
of digging London's underground railweys, chanced upon the far more fascinating
subject ¢f London's underground rivers. (They neet on Sloane Square station as
a matter of fact).

I DREANE

- - - e S o A o s e e R s e e R e e e B e e e s e e

CROSSED THE CONTINENT IN MY MAIDENFORW ECONOLINE

= & =& = & = = N - = L

WRITTEN BY ALEXANDER SELKIRY DURING HIS SOLITARY ABODE IN
THE ISLAND OF JU..N FERNANDEZ

I
VERSES SUPPOSiD TO Bh

by WILLIAL COWPER (1731 = 1800)
(DRESSED UP iS FOR 4 GILBERT é& SULLIVAN OPERA)
NOTE: The stanzas (Noss 1, 2, 5 c".:of 7%%&305'%?%]11?9&% Covwper, with added choruses.

SEIK. I am monarch of all I survey,
My right there is none to disputes
Frou the centre all round to the sea,
I am lord of the fowl and the brute.
OCh, Solitudel where are the charms
That sages have seen in thy face?
Better dwell in the ridst of alarms,
Than reign in this horrible place.

CHOR., We're sure that it's true what he says,
That he's ncnarch of all he surveys,
had hetd rather the charss
Of a life of alarms
Than reign in this horrible place.

ALE CHORUS parade round the stoge, passing in front of Selk, He does
not see them.

SELKe I am out of humanity's reach,
I must finish ny journey zlone,
Never hear tlhie sweet music of speech;
I start at the sound of =y owne
The beasts, that roam over the plain,
Ly form with Indifference see;
They are so unacquainted vith man,
Their tameness is shocking to ne,.

CHOR, Ve're sure that there's truth intis speech,
That he'’s out of humanity's reaci.
He must journey alone,
With no voice but his own,
On this quite uninhabited beach.
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FEMALE CIHORUS dance round the steie, passings in front of Selk, Fe does
nct seo then.

SEIKe Ye winds, that hove uade ue your sport,
Convey tc this desol te shore
Some corcdicl endesring report
= Of o lend I ghnll vieit no nore.
My frieands, do they ncv and then send
A wish or o thousght afbter ne?
O tell we 1 yet hove a [riend,
Theugh a friend I am never to see.

CHORe 'Tis true, we nust surely agree,
That a friend he is nevasr to. sec,
He nay rander no nore
Fron this desclate shore,
For ncne xnows cf his presence but he,

ENTIRE CHORUS proceed round the stage, passiug in front of Selks He does
not see thei,

SELKe But the senefowl is pgone to lier nest,

The beast is lzid down in his lair,

Evi here is o scason of rest,
And I to my cabin revair.
There is rercy in every ilace;
and mercy, encouraging thouglit!
Gives even affliction a srnce,
And reconciles won to his lot.

CHORs Now that's an encouragiag theought! HFronounced 'thot', I zuess. Ughe B
That whether he like it or not,
His every affliction
Doth turt benediction
And reconciles hiiz t¢ Lids lot,.

ENTIRE CHORUS vproceed round the stage, endeaveuring meanvhile to attract
Selk. 's attention by various visusl icans. ie does not see ther,

The last verse is encored 63 tines,. At the end of the 63rd encorc,
entirc chorus dreop dend all over the stoge. Selk. suddenly spies a
footprint.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

AND YET MORE LAIR...

LAMB, HAROLD Genghis kKhan: Emperor of All Men

Harold Laub seems to syecialise in biographies of eminent militrry come
manders and/or eipire~-builders of the past. The picture he presents of Genghis
is surprisingly sympathetic, showing him as being a coumparatively merciful speci-
men of a people that was callous rather than cruel - and that mzinly because in
the inhospitable terrain that they inhabited hardship wes an inevitable concom=
itant of life. The text is illustrated by reproductions of mediaeval (mcre or
less) pictures of the Khan and his times.
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MORE SmliBILES o0

cQilPAct 3 (Ella Pasrker) Perhcrs I was exuggerating a trifle when I szid that
Wally was warshipped as a ghod (funny-hzeha=tyre) by

. 99¢: of fandom, Probably the figure

should be nearer 98. Apart fron that little mathematical hyperbole, Ella,

what you say is more or less wnat I mennt - only you put it a lot betters 4

There are noments when you, Ella, disnlay an unwonted touchiness on certain

natters, Personally I'd never dresz:. of =ddressing Betty as "lirs. LKosenblum" -

any more than I would Fred as "I'r. Parker". £ %When I do nsiling comments, ny

intention is to say things that vill be of interest to the membership in general, :

and tc the perpetr-tor of whatever zine I happen to be cormenting on at any given v

moment in perticulsre Any egoboo I herven to drop is pursly by the way = and

increasingly so as I go on, 1f only because the same publishers, writers and arte

iste usually seer to merit it 2ll the tine and it gets monotonous. 4 ire you

sure these tvio were really friends of John saxter's? I suspect a ploy, somehows

I don'*t think John would be responsible = nor yet Bert Veaver,

? e e

"WHEN I ViNT UNSOLICITED MANUSCRIPTS, I'LL ASK FOR THEL"
seses Se Purcell (or possibly S. Goldwyn)

- e e e eES RS ERE eSS R EEES e E®®E e .S -
MERNTU
" Cheese Omelette ssassvsscssssbocseescescanss 5/6
X Hart {nelette sescessescasscansoscssosnscsses 4/
Bacon Ouelette sqossseccsasccasccsasssssnnes 4/
Mushroon Onelette sasecesssssescesccscsccnne 6/=
Jan Orielebte essecossossessssscssccscesscosas /6
Tonato Onelette sesessossevansasssvasonsones 46
Parsnip Onelette sssececsscccssssopdecsscase 5=

Cucunber (nclette seascveccssccesvesssccnsenns 5/6

Acorni Onelette cesescsscccecccenssecncsccsnas 1/3

,L—E.. ; Egg Orelette ceosvssccscessoncsssesccnssscanans 9/6

FABU.LOUSFRED - em W EE R SR R R R R SR R B S R SR s S Be BB BR BB SR s W =
EVERYSODY SHOULD LEARN TO ROUCH RURE

You may underestihate e AR SR e e e B W S B R SR W S e e e S Ee SR e S R e e =

hin if you like = but

you shouldn't forget

him.

Once upon a tine there was & fan who dreamed of putting
out sixepage CiPigines = or fourepage OllPAzines - or
even twompage OMPAzines. Ridiculous, isn't it. AM



